STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Roy COOPER J. ERIC BOYETTE
GOVERNOR SECRETARY
May 18, 2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

I am writing this letter to express strong support for the Yadkin River Greenway project
submitted by the Piedmont Triad Regional Council for the Multimodal Project Discretionary
Grant program. This project, anchored by a new pedestrian bridge plus other network
improvements, will create a needed connection between the towns of Elkin and Jonesville and
multiple existing trail systems, including three federal/state sanctioned trails.

NCDOT is committed to providing an efficient multi-modal transportation network in North
Carolina so that the access, mobility, and safety needs of all users of all ages and abilities are
safely accommodated. This commitment has led to the administration of several recent planning
efforts in Yadkin River Greenway project area, including the Elkin Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan,
Jonesville Pedestrian Plan, and Yadkin Valley Regional Bicycle Plan. These local and regional
planning efforts, as well as other statewide planning efforts, such as the Great Trails State Plan,
have produced recommendations for developing connected transportation networks in the
project area and demonstrate strong local interest and support in creating more responsive
mobility options.

If awarded, construction of a pedestrian bridge would provide safe walking and biking
connections between the towns of Elkin and Jonesville that have not existed since the Hugh
Chatham Bridge was removed almost 20 years ago. Reestablishing this connection and
connections to neighboring transportation facilities will enhance mobility options, increase
safety, enhance economic opportunities and encourage healthy lifestyles. This project will also
improve transportation conditions in an area exhibiting potential indicators of transportation
disadvantage, such as higher rates of poverty and zero-vehicle households in comparison to the
overall state.

Mailing Address: Telephone: 919-707-2600 Location:
NC DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION Fax: 919-733-1391 1 SOUTH WILMINGTON STREET
INTEGRATED MOBILITY DIVISION Customer Service: 1-877-368-4968 RALEIGH, NC 27601

1550 MAIL SERVICE CENTER

RALEIGH, NC 27699-1550 Website: www.ncdot.gov


http://www.ncdot.gov/

Your consideration and support of this grant application for the Yadkin River Greenway project
connecting the towns of Elkin and Jonesville is greatly appreciated

Sincerely,

DocuSigned by:
| Julie whide
B1309F15DE4B46B...

Julie White, Deputy Secretary
Multi-Modal Transportation



4 PIEDMONT TRIAD REGIONAL'COUNCIL

1398 CARROLLTON CROSSING DRIVE
KERNERSVILLE, NC 27284
(336) 904-0300
MATTHEW L. DOLGE + EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

May 20, 2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

The Piedmont Triad Regional Council (PTRC) is pleased to submit the Multimodal Project
Discretionary Grant application for funding to complete the Yadkin Valley Greenway. We would like to
apply under the rural category, but also be considered under INFRA and Mega categories if appropriate.
The project will provide a critical pedestrian and bicycle link between the Town of Elkin and Jonesville on
either side of the Yadkin River in Northwest North Carolina.

The Piedmont Triad Regional Council is the lead planning agency for the Northwest Piedmont
Rural Planning Organization (RPO), which provides long range transportation planning services for a 4
county region including Elkin, Jonesville, Surry and Yadkin County, who are all active partners in the
Northwest Piedmont RPO. The Yadkin Valley Greenway project elements have been included in the Elkin
Jonesville Comprehensive Transportation Plan, Jonesville Pedestrian Plan and Yadkin Valley Regional
Bicycle Plan as well as the draft Surry, Yakin and Davie County Comprehensive Transportation plan in
development by the NCDOT. The community supports the project as demonstrated through the planning
process over the last several years and letters of support are attached to this application. United States
Department of Transportation Funding will provide the critical financial resources needed to link the
historically underserved community of Jonesville via this key bicycle and pedestrian link.

We respectfully request your consideration of this application in partnership with the Town of
Elkin, Jonesville, NCDOT, Surry and Yadkin County as well as a series of trail, economic development,
environmental agencies promoting the continued strength of our communities and natural resources. As
demonstrated in our application, we have the resources and experience with administering federal funds
and projects to see this project to completion before September 2025. If you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to reach out. Thank you for the opportunity to apply.

Sincerely,

Mo s

Matthew L. Dolge
Executive Director



HISTORIC COURTHOUSE
114 W. Atkins Street
Dobson, NC 27017

CHRIS KNOPF
County Manager

PHONE (336) 401-8201
FAX (336) 401-8216

COUNTY OF SURRY

May 20, 2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

We are writing this letter of commitment and support for the Yadkin Valley Greenway project being
submitted to the Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant program. A new pedestrian bridge will
create a needed connection between the towns of Elkin and Jonesville and four existing trail systems.
The area in question is the only place in North Carolina where three federally and/or state sanctioned
trails converge.

We are excited about the opportunity to provide this key connection between the two towns on either
side of the Yadkin River, which will help accommodate residents and tourists alike. A new pedestrian
bridge will unlock benefits to economic development, health and transportation by safely linking the
numerous trail systems that are developing including the Overmountain Victory Trail (Federal),
Mountains to Sea Trail (State) and Yadkin River State Trail.

The Towns of Elkin and Jonesville are committed to assisting with staff support of project delivery in
partnership with the NCDOT, Surry and Yadkin counties, the Elkin Valley Trails Association,
Jonesville Greenway, Friends of the Mountains to Sea Trail and Piedmont Triad Regional Council,
along with construction contracted partners, if awarded this grant opportunity. We have been
planning for this connection across the Yadkin River for years, which will undoubtedly improve
quality of life by providing opportunities for transportation, recreation, public health, economic
development and environmental stewardship.

Sincerely,

o

Chris Knopf, County Manager
Surry County
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May 20, 2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

On behalf of the Mayor and Board of Commissioners, I am writing this letter of
commitment and support for the Yadkin Valley Greenway project being submitted to the
Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant program. A new pedestrian bridge will create a
needed connection between the towns of Elkin and Jonesville and four existing trail
systems. The area in question is the only place in North Carolina where three federally
and/or state sanctioned trails converge.

We are excited about the opportunity to provide this key connection between the two
towns on either side of the Yadkin River which will help accommodate residents and
tourists alike. A new pedestrian bridge will unlock benefits to economic development,
health and transportation by safely linking the numerous trail systems that are developing
including the Overmountain Victory Trail {federal), Mountains to Sea Trail (State) and
Yadkin River State Trail.

The Towns of Elkin is committed to assisting with staff support of project delivery in
partnership with the NCDOT, the Town of Jonesville, Surry and Yadkin County, the
Elkin Valley Trails Association, Jonesville Trails Association, Friends of the Mountains
to Sea Trail and Piedmont Triad Regional Council along with construction contracted
partners if awarded this grant opportunity. We have been planning for this connection
across the Yadkin River for years which will undoubtedly improve quality of life by
providing opportunities for transportation, recreation, public health, economic
development, and environmental stewardship.

Sincerely,

Bk Gl

Brent Cornelison, Town Manager
Town of Elkin

PO BBox 857, Llking NC 28621« PHONLE (3536) 258-8900 » FFAN (336) 238-5183 ¢ www.elkinnc.ore




TOWN OF JONESVILLE
1503 NC Hwy. 67
Jonesville NC 28642
(336) 835-3426
(336) 835-3231 - Fax

May 20, 2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

We are writing this letter of commitment and support for the Yadkin Valley Greenway project
being submitted to the Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant program. A new pedestrian
bridge will create a needed connection between the towns of Jonesville and Elkin and four
existing trail systems. The area in question is the only place in North Carolina where three
federally and/or state sanctioned trails converge.

We are excited about the opportunity to provide this key connection between the two towns on
either side of the Yadkin River which will help accommodate residents and tourists alike. A new
pedestrian bridge will unlock benefits to economic development, health, and transportation by
safely linking the numerous trail systems that are developing including the Overmountain
Victory Trail (federal), Mountains to Sea Trail (State) and Yadkin River State Trail.

The Town of Jonesville is committed to assisting with staff support of project delivery in
partnership with the NCDOT, Yadkin and Surry County, the Jonesville Trails Association, Elkin
Valley Trails Association, Friends of the Mountains to Sea Trail and Piedmont Triad Regional
Council along with construction contracted partners if awarded this grant opportunity. We have
been planning for this connection across the Yadkin River for years which will undoubtedly
improve quality of life by providing opportunities for transportation, recreation, public health,
economic development, and environmental stewardship.

Sincerely,

T (0Pl

Michael W. Pardue, Town Manager
Town of Jonesville
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May 16, 2022

To: Federal Highway Administration
Re: Multimodal Discretionary Grant Program Review Committee for the Rural Transportation

Program Grant
To Whom It May Concern:

We are writing this letter of support for the Yadkin Valley Greenway project being submitted to the
Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant program. A new pedestrian bridge will create a needed
connection between the towns of Elkin and Jonesville and four existing trail systems. The area in
question is the only place in North Carolina where three federally and/or state sanctioned trails
converge.

The County of Yadkin has supported the efforts of the Town of Jonesville as they have developed
greenway trails throughout the Town and encouraged development of two RV parks in the area. The
COVID pandemic helped to promote outdoor activities and this area has seen an increase of
residents and tourists taking advantage of the opportunities the communities have to offer. This
project will further strengthen the opportunities with a new pedestrian bridge that will create a
necessary connection between the two communities and numerous trail systems.

Citizens and visitors alike to the area will benefit from the pedestrian bridge project linking Elkin and
Jonesville. The positive impact from this connection across the Yadkin River will undoubtedly
improve quality of life by providing opportunities for transportation, recreation, public health,
economic development, and environmental stewardship.

Sincerely,

Y @ e

Kevin Austin
Chairman
Yadkin County Board of Commissioners

217 E. Willow Street ~ Post Office Box 220 ~ Yadkinville, North Carolina 27055
(336) 849-7900 Office --- (336) 849-7920 Fax

www.yadkincountync.gov
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NORTHWEST PIEDMONT
RURAL PLANNING ORGANIZATION

May 19, 2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

The Northwest Piedmont Rural Planning Organization is deeply committed to improving the lives of the
residents of Yadkin, Surry, Davie, and Stokes Counties in the Piedmont region of North Carolina. The
RPO is able to do that through effective and innovative transportation planning. For years, establishing
a viable pedestrian and bicycle transportation network between and within the communities of Elkin
and Jonesville has been a top priority for the RPO. Specifically, re-establishing a safe and accessible
multimodal connection over the Yadkin River between the two towns is of dire importance. As such, we
are writing this letter of strong support for the Yadkin Valley Greenway project submitted by the
Piedmont Triad Regional Council for the Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant program.

This project will improve transportation conditions and opportunities in an area exhibiting indicators of
transportation disadvantage, such as higher rates of poverty and zero-vehicle households in comparison
to the overall state.

The Northwest Piedmont Rural Planning Organization wholeheartedly offers its support, both current
and future, to planning and construction efforts related to the Yadkin Valley Greenway. Through our
partnership with the North Carolina Department of Transportation, we shall support the prioritization of
projects in and around the scope of this application.

Sincerely,
DocusSigned by: DocuSlgned by:
5/19/2022 SVWLMM 5/19/2022
Scott Need Eg_r'rv\,'r'l‘:;’-{'CNChair Carté”r 'Sdrl)r’ga’ﬁ?{gr,qm/VPRPO Director

Piedmont Triad Regional Council, Lead Planning Agency
1398 Carrollton Crossing Drive O Kernersville, NC 27284 O Phone (336) 904-0300 O Fax (336) 904-0309



ELKIN VALLEY
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ASSOCIATION
elkinvalleytrails.org

May 11, 2022

To: Federal Highway Administration
Re: Multimodal Discretionary Grant Program Review Committee for the Rural Transportation Program
Grant

To Whom It May Concern:

The mission of the non-profit Elkin Valley Trails Association (EVTA) is to enrich the quality of life in
the region by building and promoting a network of multiuse trails. Our vision- while observing and
promoting leave no trace principles, these hiking, biking, running, paddling, and equestrian trails will
promote a healthy lifestyle, provide educational and economic opportunities, preserve our history, and
allow for organized events.

We are writing this letter of support for the Yadkin Valley Greenway project being submitted to the
Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant program. Included in this, is a new pedestrian bridge that will
create a needed connection between the towns of Elkin and Jonesville and four existing trail systems.
The area in question is the only place in North Carolina where three federally and/or state sanctioned
trails converge.

When the Hugh Chatham Bridge was torn down several years ago, it left a significant void in pedestrian
connectivity between Elkin and Jonesville. With the number of visitors travelling to both towns (these
visitation numbers are increasing), it would be a tremendous benefit to have an exclusive pedestrian
connection that would accommodate residents and tourists alike. While affording an exclusive pathway
for pedestrians and further creating a safe delineation between vehicles and pedestrians, this new
pedestrian bridge will create a necessary connection between the two communities and numerous trail
systems.

Citizens and visitors alike to the area will benefit from the pedestrian bridge and greenway project
linking Elkin and Jonesville. The positive impact from this connection across the Yadkin River will
undoubtedly improve quality of life by providing opportunities for transportation, recreation, public
health, economic development, and environmental stewardship.

As depicted in the map and data provided, you’ll see the benefits and future potential of having this
bridge and greenway become part of our community’s infrastructure. Feel free to contact us for any
additional questions or insights. Thanks for your time.

Sincerely,

LSl —

Jason A. Taylor
Chairman of the Board
E: jason.taylor@elkinvalleytrails.org

email: info@elkinvalleytrails.org Elkin Valley Trails Association, Inc. website: elkinvalleytrails.org
PO Box 91, Elkin, NC 28621
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May 20, 2022

To: Federal Highway Administration
Re: Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant Program Review Committee for the Rural
Transportation Program Grant

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this letter in support of the Yadkin Valley Greenway project being submitted
to the Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant program. A new pedestrian bridge will
create a needed connection between the towns of Elkin and Jonesville and four existing
trail systems. The area in question is the only place in North Carolina where three
federally and/or state sanctioned trails converge.

One of those trails, the Yadkin River State Trail (YRST) blueway, has one of its most
important access areas near the proposed pedestrian bridge at Crater Park in Elkin. This is
also one of the more unique areas where hikers on the Mountains-to-Sea Trail (MST)
may actually complete a portion of the MST by paddling on the YRST. The new bridge
will only enhance the connectivity of the existing trails.

When the Hugh Chatham Bridge was torn down several years ago, it left a significant
void in pedestrian connectivity between Elkin and Jonesville. With the number of visitors
travelling between both towns, it would be a tremendous benefit to have a pedestrian
connection that would accommodate residents and tourists alike. A new pedestrian bridge
will create a necessary connection between the two communities and numerous trail
systems.

This connection will span the Yadkin River and provide pedestrians an opportunity to
view a documented native American fish weir, just upriver from the proposed pedestrian
bridge. Attempting to stand on the current bridge to view the fish weir is a dangerous
proposition with traffic flying by. The pedestrian bridge will be a valuable asset to both
communities and the Yadkin Riverkeeper in telling the history of the River and its
earliest inhabitants.

Citizens and visitors alike to the area will benefit from the pedestrian bridge project
linking Elkin and Jonesville. The positive impact from this connection across the Yadkin
River will undoubtedly improve quality of life by providing opportunities for
transportation, recreation, public health, economic development, and environmental
stewardship. Yadkin Riverkeeper strongly supports this applications and believes it will



enhance the enjoyment of the area and the Yadkin River and will help increase public
awareness of the River’s important to the regional environment and economy.

Sincerely,

Edgar Miller
Riverkeeper/Executive Director
Yadkin Riverkeeper



Gadlein
Va.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

May 20, 2022

To: Federal Highway Administration
Re: Multimodal Discretionary Grant Program Review Committee for the
Rural Transportation Program Grant

To Whom It May Concern:

We are writing this letter of support for the Yadkin Valley Greenway project
being submitted to the Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant program. A
new pedestrian bridge will create a needed connection between the towns of
Elkin and Jonesville and four existing trail systems. The area in question is the
only place in North Carolina with three federally and/or state sanctioned

trails converge.

The Yadkin Valley Chamber of Commerce and it’s 300 plus members are invested.
in helping the Yadkin Valley be the best place to live, work, play, and learn through
our trails and hiking opportunities. Our Chamber members would certainly benefit
from the additional visitors and tourist.

When the Hugh Chatham Bridge was torn down almost 20 years ago, it left a
significant void in pedestrian connectivity between Elkin and Jonesville. With
the number of visitors travelling to both towns, it would be a tremendous benefit
to have a pedestrian connection that would accommodate residents and tourists
alike.

The positive impact from this connection across the Yadkin River will undoubtedly
improve the quality of life and economic environment by providing opportunities
for transportation, recreation, public health, and environmental stewardship.

Since

e&y

David Steelman, President
YADKIN VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

257 Standard Street, Elkin, NC 28621 * (336) 526-1111



Welcomes You

2. North Carolina’s Wine Region

May 11, 2022

Federal Highway Administration
Multimodal Discretionary Grant Program Review Committee for the Rural
Transportation Program Grant

To Whom It May Concern:

The Yadkin County Tourism Development Authority is writing in of
support of the Yadkin Valley Greenway project being submitted to the
Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant program. A new pedestrian bridge will
create a needed connection between the towns of Elkin and Jonesville and four
existing trail systems. The area in question is the only place in North Carolina
where three federally and/ or state sanctioned trails converge.

The TDA works diligently to promote visitation within Yadkin County
and the Yadkin Valley Region. The establishment and growth of the Yadkin
Valley American Viticulture Area, the first federally recognized wine producing
region in North Carolina, brought a new focus on tourism for the entire Yadkin
Valley. With more than 48 wineries currently in operation, our visitors are
looking for additional activities to extend their stay in the Yadkin Valley. By
having multiple greenways, historic trails, river trails and parks available in one
area create unique opportunities to support tourism in the Yadkin Valley.

When the Hugh Chatham Bridge was torn down almost 20 years ago, it
left a significant void in pedestrian connectivity between Elkin and Jonesville.
With the number of visitors travelling to both towns, it would be a tremendous
benefit to have a pedestrian connection that would accommodate residents and
tourists alike. A new pedestrian bridge will create a necessary connection
between the two communities and numerous trail systems.

Citizens and visitors alike to the area will benefit from the pedestrian
bridge project linking Elkin and Jonesville. The positive impact from this
connection across the Yadkin River will undoubtedly improve quality of life by
providing opportunities for recreation, environmental stewardship, and support
of tourism.

Sincerely,

Gy Qehrin—

TDA Administrator

Yadkin County Tourism Development Authority
205 South Jackson Street
PO Box 1840 Yadkinville N.C. 27055-1840
Telephone 1-877~492~3546 Fax 336-679-3034 www.visityadkin.com
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Chamber of Commerce

May 11, 2022

Federal Highway Administration
Multimodal Discretionary Grant Program Review Committee for the Rural
Transportation Program Grant

To Whom It May Concern:

The Yadkin County Chamber of Commerce is writing in of support of the Yadkin
Valley Greenway project being submitted to the Multimodal Project Discretionary
Grant program. A new pedestrian bridge will create a needed connection between the
towns of Elkin and Jonesville and four existing trail systems. The area in question is the
only place in North Carolina where three federally and/ or state sanctioned trails
converge.

The Chamber of Commerce works with business and industry to maintain
Yadkin County and the Yadkin Valley as a premier location to live, work, raise a family,
worship and enjoy the beauty of Northwest North Carolina. The Chamber also
operates the visitor center for Yadkin County, and projects such as this are imperative
to the continued growth of tourism in the Yadkin Valley. Expansion of our greenways,
trails, and blue ways, in addition to the growth of our wineries, increase the “visitor
experience” that sought by those coming to our area.

When the Hugh Chatham Bridge was torn down almost 20 years ago, it left a
significant void in pedestrian connectivity between Elkin and Jonesville. With the
number of visitors travelling to both towns, it would be a tremendous benefit to have a
pedestrian connection that would accommodate residents and tourists alike. A new
pedestrian bridge will create a necessary connection between the two communities and
numerous trail systems.

Citizens and visitors alike to the area will benefit from the pedestrian bridge
project linking Elkin and Jonesville. The positive impact from this connection across the
Yadkin River will undoubtedly improve quality of life by providing opportunities for
recreation, environmental stewardship, and support of tourism.

Smcerely,

PETIE

Bobby To

Executive Director
205 South Jackson Street PO Box 1840 Yadkinville, N.C. 27055-1840
Telephone 336-679-2200 Fax 336-679-3034 www.yadkinchamber.org



Yadkin County
Economic Development Partnership

May 11, 2022

Federal Highway Administration
Multimodal Discretionary Grant Program Review Committee for the Rural
Transportation Program Grant

To Whom It May Concern:

The Yadkin County Economic Development Partnership is writing in of support
of the Yadkin Valley Greenway project being submitted to the Multimodal Project
Discretionary Grant program. A new pedestrian bridge will create a needed connection
between the towns of Elkin and Jonesville and four existing trail systems. The area in
question is the only place in North Carolina where three federally and/ or state
sanctioned trails converge.

As the lead economic development agency for Yadkin County, our focus is on
recruitment of industry and retention of existing industry currently located in Yadkin
County. Growth of tourism, driven by the burgeoning wine industry as well as our
recreation assets, adds to quality of life that visitors and newcomers alike are seeking.
Projects such as this are imperative to the continued growth of the Yadkin Valley.

When the Hugh Chatham Bridge was torn down almost 20 years ago, it left a
significant void in pedestrian connectivity between Elkin and Jonesville. With the
number of visitors travelling to both towns, it would be a tremendous benefit to have a
pedestrian connection that would accommodate residents and tourists alike. A new
pedestrian bridge will create a necessary connection between the two communities and
numerous trail systems.

Citizens and visitors alike to the area will benefit from the pedestrian bridge
project linking Elkin and Jonesville. The positive impact from this connection across the
Yadkin River will undoubtedly improve quality of life by providing opportunities for
recreation, environmental stewardship, and support of tourism.

Sincerely,

George L. Anderson, Jr.
President

205 South Jackson Street PO Box 1840 Yadkinville N.C. 27055-1840
Telephone 336-679-2200 Fax 336-679-3034 www.yadkinedc.com
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May 20, 2022

To: Federal Highway Administration
Re: Multimodal Discretionary Grant Program Review Committee for the Rural Transportation
Program Grant

To Whom It May Concern:

We are writing this letter of support for the Yadkin Valley Greenway project being submitted to
the Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant program. A new pedestrian bridge will create a
needed connection between the towns of Elkin and Jonesville and four existing trail systems. The
area in question is the only place in North Carolina where three federally and/or state sanctioned
trails converge.

The Jonesville Tourism Development Authority (JTDA) works to spread awareness of Jonesville
as a destination and a place meant for and developed to be discovered through tourism centered
around the Yadkin River. The JTDA has been directly involved with the Greenway Trail project
since its inception and continues to serve as a driving force for the project’s progression.

When the Hugh Chatham Bridge was torn down almost 20 years ago, it left a significant void in
pedestrian connectivity between Elkin and Jonesville. With the number of visitors traveling to
both towns, it would be a tremendous benefit to have a pedestrian connection that would
accommodate residents and tourists alike. A new pedestrian bridge will create a necessary
connection between the two communities and numerous trail systems.

Citizens and visitors alike to the area will benefit from the pedestrian bridge project linking Elkin
and Jonesville. The positive impact from this connection across the Yadkin River will
undoubtedly improve quality of life by providing opportunities for transportation, recreation,
public health, economic development, and environmental stewardship. The story of Jonesville’s
past cannot be told without mentioning the town’s bridges, and the JTDA believes that a new
pedestrian bridge would be the gateway to a bright future in Jonesville.

Sincerely,

Anita Darmell
President, Jonesville TDA
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May 18, 2022

To: Federal Highway Administration

Re: Multimodal Discretionary Grant Program Review Committee
for the Rural Transportation Program Grant

To Whom It May Concern:

We are writing this letter of support for the Yadkin Valley Greenway project being submitted to

the Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant program. A new pedestrian bridge will create a needed
connection between the towns of Elkin and Jonesville and four existing trail systems. The area in question
is the only place in North Carolina where three federally and/or state sanctioned trails converge.

We own RiverWalk RV Park located just down the river from the proposed bridge. We are an award-
winning park that averages over 10k people annually in and out of the Jonesville/Elkin area. A pedestrian
bridge would be an amazing addition considering many of our guests are unable to go back and forth due
to traveling in RVs. We already devote countless time and money helping maintain the trail and park
areas. [ feel that both towns would benefit greatly as they thrive off of these types of activities.

When the Hugh Chatham Bridge was torn down several years ago, it left a significant void in pedestrian
connectivity between Elkin and Jonesville. With the number of visitors traveling to both towns, it would
be a tremendous benefit to have a pedestrian connection that would accommodate residents and tourists
alike. A new pedestrian bridge will create a necessary connection between the two communities and
numerous trail systems.

Citizens and visitors alike to the area will benefit from the pedestrian bridge project linking Elkin and
Jonesville. The positive impact from this connection across the Yadkin River will undoubtedly improve
quality of life by providing opportunities for transportation, recreation, public health, economic
development, and environmental stewardship.

Sincerely,
Jim & Marcia Neese

Owners- RiverWalk RV Park
riverwalkrvnc@gmail.com





